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WHAT WAS THE
HOMESTEAD ACT OF 1862!

*  Passed on May 20, 1862, the Homestead Act accelerated the settlement of the western territory
by granting adult heads of families up to 160 acres of surveyed public land for a minimal filing fee
and five years of continuous residence on that land.

*  The Homestead Act, enacted during the Civil War in 1862, provided that any adult citizen, or
intended citizen, who had never borne arms against the U.S. government could claim 160 acres of
surveyed government land. Claimants were required to live on and “improve” their plot by
cultivating the land. After five years on the land, the original filer was entitled to the property, free
and clear, except for a small registration fee. Title could also be acquired after only a six-month
residency and trivial improvements, provided the claimant paid the government $1.25 per acre.
After the Civil War, Union soldiers could deduct the time they had served from the residency
requirements.

e Although this act was included in the Republican party platform of 1860, support for the idea began
decades earlier. Even under the Articles of Confederation, before 1787, the distribution of
government lands generated much interest and discussion.
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WHAT STATES ARE HOMESTEAD, I. E., PUBLIC LAND,
STATES!?

* All the Brown states are Homestead States
equaling 30 states

 States not included are the original |3 states
which includes their derivatives:West Virginia
(from Virginia); Kentucky (also from Virginia);
and Tennessee (from North Carolina.

* Texas is not included as well, because it had
been part of the Confederacy.

* Hawaii also is not included. Because much of
the land is considered lease land from the
Bishop Estate.




WHO COULD APPLY FOR HOMESTEAD LAND?

* A homesteader had to be
* the head of a household or
* at least 21 years of age to claim up
to 160 acres of land.
* Applicants included
° immigrants,
* farmers without land of their own,

* single women, and

* formerly enslaved people.

An Act to secure Homesteads to actual Settlers on the Public Domain. Be it enacted by
the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled, That any person who is the head of a family, or who has arrived at
the age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen of the United States, or who
shall have filed his declaration of intention to become such, as required by
the naturalization laws of the United States, and who has never borne arms
against the United States Government or given aid and comfort to its
enemies, shall, from and after the first January, eighteen hundred and sixty-
three, be entitled to enter one quarter section or a less quantity of unappropriated
public lands, upon which said person may have filed a preemption claim, or which may,
at the time the application is made, be subject to preemption at one dollar and twenty-
five cents, or less, per acre; or eighty acres or less of such unappropriated lands, at two
dollars and fifty cents per acre, to be located in a body, in conformity to the legal
subdivisions of the public lands, and after the same shall have been surveyed: Provided,
That any person owning and residing on land may, under the provisions of this act,
enter other land lying contiguous to his or her said land, which shall not, with the land
so already owned and occupied, exceed in the aggregate one hundred and sixty acres.




THE SOUTHERN HOMESTEAD ACT OF 1866 AND
BLACK HOMESTEADERS

* What did the Southern Homestead
Act of 1866 hope to resolve!?

* The Southern Homestead Act was
initiated to help former slaves gain | BLACK HOMESTEADERS
their own land. It opened up about v & 7
46 million acres (18.6 million " O THE SOUTH
hectares) of land in Alabama, o
Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, and
Mississippi




SO,YOU FOUND AN ANCESTOR’S HOMESTEAD LAND
PATENT ON ANCESTRY;WHAT DOES THAT MEAN!?

Bie Wuited Btates of Bmesica, *  Whereas there has been deposited in the General Land Office of the United States a Certificate
of the Register of the Land Office at Gainesville Florids, whereby it appears that, pursuant to the

Act of Congress approved 20th May |1862,“To secure Homelands to actual settlers on the

public domain,” and the acts supplemental thereto, the claim of Randall Farnell has been

ol g Dl cnvif Tellhosscciokis established and duly consummated in conformity to law for the southeast quarter of the

/i e / southwest quarter of section twelve in township two south of range thirteen east of Tallahassee

Meridian in Florida, containing thirty nine acres and eighty nine hundredths of an acr, according

to the official plat of the survey of the said land returned to the General Land Office by the

v g e a3 e pontet v i Surveyor General. Now know ye, that there is therefore granted by the United States unto the

StV

wcoiing b b Qffiisl Flot of the Cairey of o said Fand lusned b6t
GENERAL LAND OFFICE &, 442 SURVEYOR GENERAL

Aed TO HAVE AND TO HOLD & smeid’

liset of S, ol
G arnelat? cnett

r Sy said Randall Farnell, the tract of land above described to have and to hold the said tract of land
with the appurtenances thereo, unto the said Randall Farnell, and to his heirs and assigns forever,
In testimony whereof |, Chester A. Arthur, President of the United States of America, have
caused these letters to be made PATENT, and the Seal of the General Land Office to be
hereunto affixed. Given under my hand, at the City of Washington the tenth day of February, in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty five, and of the Independence of
the United States the one hundred and ninth.




WHAT WAS THE PROCESS FOR
APPLYING FOR HOMESTEAD LAND?

* Application
* A filing fee was the only money
required.

* The applicant must then live on the land, build a
home, make appropriate improvements, and farm

the land for a minimum of 5 years.
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PROVI N‘ ; l 'P: I H E I M PO R I AN C E HOMESTEAD PROOF—TESTIMONY OF WITNESS,
%&w«/ }Zfeféu/ .. heing called as witness in sapport. of the Homestead entry

’ (,fﬂanaﬂ ﬁw oo for ‘iwwwﬁ 7%&

N ESS I ES I I I IO NY O = S A2 73 SYE | isesss bllows:
Ques. 1.—What is your oceapation and where i your v esidence?

Ans. VW. . W W ‘-"‘“""
Ques. 2.—Have vou been well acquainted with W 20""""—0" , the ¢laimant, in

v d'&:f/

this case ever since he made his homestead entry No.

* When your five years are completed, you R T e :

Ques, 3.—Was cluimant qualified to make said entry?

over the age of twenty-one years, ov the hend of a family, and ! !urhm he ever made 1 former homestend entry.)

must return to the Land Office to testify g g zi T e
2 24 7‘% J-ct“hMJ W W#«
that you have indeed settled and farmed the afﬁv«yj%ww e med cdsy !
Ques. 4.—When did claimant gettle npon the homesd tead anel at what date did he establish actual rvesidence thereon?
|an d . (Deseribe the dwelling and o;h(;-l,mpm\(mcnm giving mtx/ll;luc (hercoof ’9
s, Pbzect W 7 ““”Z'ﬁ ’A%W
rdw«/b‘bh [ . .

Ques. 5.—Have claimant and family resided conti sly on the

* You must also bring at least two witnesses,
- (IF settler is numarried, state the fiet.)

Ques, 6.—For what period

1 sinee first establishing vesidence thereon?

who must testify to the same.

1 ov periods has the settler been absent from the land since making scttlement, and for

if temporarily absent, did clnimant’s family reside upou and enltivate the |I|H| during such absence?

« Who might those wi ? e e e e
g se witnesses be! ah B . Jrusanily orided 0l ey st Gt

Ques. 7.~=How much of the homestend has the settler cultivated and for how many sensons dic 1 e ratise erops thereon't

what purpose; and

J§ e, 7 Buodarcvo

u ! Ans,
Qnex. B.——Are there any indications of' coal, xalines, or sminerals of any kinds on the lonestend ? (11 x0, dexerilx

what they are, and state whether the land is more valuable for agrienltural than for mineral prrposes.)

* Friends,Acquaintances, and Neighbors O

], any portion of said Tiomestead ?

Ques, 9.—Has the cluimant mortgaged, sold, or ¢ ontracted to

Aus. M/O
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State of K
. Suwannee

+ being duly sworn, deposes|

iDA BuLuetts a newspapex
§ Ml g g 1 i X
*1n the State of Florida ; thi

to make final homestend p

flest published in suid new

188 44 and was published
{after for the full period of
in the issue dated thy 2.9

P4

Subscrihed And sworn (

lorida, l

County. |

published at Live Oak in
at the notice ot the i@t

! D. M. McArpy,

and says that he is the Pyblisher of the Fror-

Suwannee county
ot

PUBLICATION IN THE
NEWSPAPER

_;_’Qsa:mw

roof, u copy of which is thIo attac hod wag

neach woekly issue of eail newspaper thore-

hiryy days, vhe last pubnux ion thereof being

of S’W—mg AL i
«k el

hu!uyf‘ me this lSnu\ of Oo/A D, 1857(
: 9ﬂ_(f Ceeel _, Clorgs

i AJ it

spuper in its issue duted the £ 3 of 4<.4_ 4

* Before the claim is finalized, the Land Office will

publish a notice in the newspaper that the

individual is making a claim for public land.



THE PATENT
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HOW TO FIND OUT IFYOUR ANCESTOR FILED FOR
HOMESTEAD LAND AND OBTAIN THE RECORDS?

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RIVATE CLAIMS

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT © ' GeneraliLand|OfficelRecords

e o

& Search Documents Reference Center  Support Pathfinder Shopping Cart &3

* First go to the Bureau of
Land Management’s page e —

5 s Paerts» [Saareh e
where there is a link to the N =

To search for land patents:

LsR :
St FLORIDA ~ 1. Start by selecting the State.

o CDI County: 2. You do not have to fill in all fields, but provide ar least one additional
field.
G e n e ral La n d Offl C e Tract Books Ran 3. Click the Search Patents button.

Lot Search Tipe
First Name: |Randal| * Hover your mouse over a field to get a brief description.

d ata b a S e Middle Name: \:I s Get detailed information by checking the Glossary in the Reference
o search patentees Lemi

xch warrantee: S
Al warranizes * For more tips and help, check out our Patent Search Overview.

Miscellaneous
* https://glorecords.blm.gov/se =l

Meridian: | — Any Meridian — e Indian Allot. #: \:I Tribe: | -—- Any Tribe —— v

Section #: - Geo. Name/
arch/default.as DX T, —
S, Authority: [---—- Any Authority ----- ~|
L}
m Note: This site does not cover every state, but we do have resource
states.

|

USAGOV | NoFearAct | DOI |



https://glorecords.blm.gov/search/default.aspx

Search Documents Reference Center  Support Pathfindel

Docu P Res } Patent Details
Nr:FL0750_.489 Document Type: State Volume Patent  State:Florida  Issue Date:7/10/1885 Cancelled: o
Details Patent Imaae_ Related Documents

s On Document Miscellaneous Information
ELL, RANDALL Land Office: Gainesville

US Reservations: No
Mineral Reservations:

Tribe:
Militia:
State In Favor Of:

Authority: lay 20, 1862: Homestead EntryOriginal (12 Stat. 392)

Rank: General Remarks:

nent Numbers Survey Information
*nt Nr: 4776 Total Acres: 39.89
sc. Nr: 5637 Survey Date:
dalNr:  FLNOS/N Geographic Name:
Allot. Nr: -~ Metes/Bounds: No
try. Nr: -
e o o

Descriptions

State Meridian Twp - Rng Aliquots Section

FL Tallahassee 0025 - 013E SEVISW 12

e to data limitations, we could not map the aliquots or lots of this land description. The township and section are shown.

e 5 S

YOU WILL BE SHOWN THE QUADRANT AND
SECTION WHERE YOUR ANCESTORS LAND
WAS/IS LOCATED.




HISTORYGEO.COM MAPS

* From the original maps.

* Randel Farnell and Henry McGehee were in Section 12. Alex Gainor was in Section 26.




TOMPING Tana TREET: FRTRF T TS = T - i
- —— ] I= —_— Siman | Hen = Rich, Aethur | Arthr | Asthur Mary [—— Tward T T :
s rammms B gt 1991 | 100 | GRAMAN privy (T [ [zoncer] Taas | 1242 | 1nas frare el ; il { T
Marthia Pater proc | | bnddres L J \ 1l ||
13843 LHET | 1857 1ETS =
|| core HARSELL ILL LA TILLE ‘TI.IJS | TILLS w:.q:mu
e ] neking ichardiRichard ] Wilugiby n
KON Armor | SCOTT) T tare TiLs | sy | 1esT 18486 PENCE] 183
\illiam B John & — |— 4 1 o
CLAYTON 4RNES TE V2| 1871
Milodga & e e fonn o Priece sty
1828 ugar - 1483
CLATON DHARA || i 27 & E L TEVERT [
Miledge G || Samel v Prince Henry
1688 1rag WEEKS| SCOTT] ARFER 3883 || 1863
Girwer & [ofes R ULGLUM = "_-
1808 | 1BB4. leeg Iemy ancah
1875 1684
DRASON F:nb BELL | BELL
Ll s Hector | Mector
T 1881 BLLIEOH 1pon | 1m91
= I g
1891 HIGEEN
Jomes
[ Ly 1875 -
I bix 5] = | 1
Hiam Thesra Martha n Hanci M
HEiES | HikES s 1891
m

L__IIRixfd
Evhied]

? wMARTIN|  PETERSOM
i i

pELT] 1635
—
o PILLIAHE e
sk Rasrefal Jahn &
Sin | HH 1aad|| 1889 l_
A b—
1L
a
| 1300 L f 1BE4 |
bonis Jar
Wiy .ﬁm% 1875 CARROLL ml
1849 1k | Toon wallam | Wil
L 1684 T
MO NS08
isaph
1823

1830
CANERON .
ang — —— \.\:
saun = 1250
b IPSCOME
| - fahn
|| A0
| L= : ] i
= 15 -
=
MILLIAMS @ - L LA
- = | MEGLOCK hoa
"3%5 = I;‘m o Wiliamn ol 1 1875 FELOT | BASS
) o e = £ — - . John € | Mar
EALAN POMPEY - I ST i forviens) 1848 | 1854 -
5 = L L Frank T T [t s ¥ hb 21
o 22 23 2 19 " 20 — i i ot
ak | | - =
WEERS | hacwn = Carsiive L .
= Fiom H Jaman paLiER 855
Fi 1834 | o0 BROWMBRCHN o -
ldin b Inrmes, | armies | 1383 5:“0“ = tfﬁ!& =
L2 1890 | 1680 I::: By
= MEERS, i =k
Thamas Mo Ly poRman  BORMAN
1884 | 13 arinff W [orios
CORERS GT . presy 1828
e " 29
26 B 30—
|OWERS |
Carnie £ i m d —
—~ - s 1860 =4 f
[MITHIS] CLARK ws | Joranics. WCGEHE T
Gl L Mebcer 5 I Emiy T | tean [iEnc
= - — iy thga [l 1882 —
HEWETT CaMe Thn — — 2 G
| Carslinm Hanry § Merney | i = ERRI 1505
; EWETT  ime 1882 152 = R J - nm =
i L. 1684 /
sG] o B :3*;54 '}Ewnm = BT rvonicir 130 e tatnans [  SS—
: ey 4 1837 258 | T
- al LBS2 ae 15 RLHTS | LR T 3 1876 ~la 32 — 33 ek ©2013-2020 Arphax Publishing Co.




IFYOU CLICK ON
“RELATED DOCUMENTS...

Documents Reference Center Support Pathfinder

p Resulis List p Patent Details

50__.4 Document Type: State Volume Patent  State:Florida  Issue Date: ;9071885 Cancelled: g

) You Can See everyone Who Palenll.maae Related Documents Printer Friend|

ments matching the following land description from the current document: FL Tallahassee Township 2.05 Range 13.0E Section 12

received a claim in the same

u ad ra nt as 0 u r fa m i | Image Accession ‘ Nﬂﬂ ‘ Date Doc # | State Meridian Twp - Rng Aliquots ‘ Sec. # ‘ Couni
q y Y' FLO400 .354 | [E] BLACKBURN, DUKE 4f1/1859 3134 Tallahassee | 0025- 013F NWHsNW1L Suwanne
: FL0850 185 | [E] BYNUM, JOHN H 3/26/1892 9442 Tallahassee | 0025- 013 | WvaSWiE Suwanne
o o .

* Th lead to informat o |
| s Can ea 0 | n O r' a | O n n FLO7S0 . [E] FARNELL, RANDALL 2/10/1885 Tallahassee | 0025- 013E | SEVSWi Suwanne
: FLOS30 251 | [E] JONES, EMPEROR 2/25/1885 Tallahassee | 0025 - D13E | NEVENW1E Suwanne

bout family memb d

t 002S - 013E NW1LNET: Suwanng
a O u a’ I Y e e rs a’n s 10690 224 | [E] MCGEHEE, HENRY 11/30/1878 1225 Tallahassee  0025- 013F  NEWSW1 Suwanne

[E] TAYLOR, SHADRACK 6/26/1889 11102 Tallahassee 0025 - 013E NV25EY% Suwanne

friends.

[E] wiLsON, EDWARD 6/15/1877 1058 Tallahassee 0025 - 013E SEWaSEYe Suwanne




TO LOOKTO SEE IFTHERE IS ANYONE IN YOUR
COUNTY YOU RECOGNIZEWHO HAS CLAIMED

DEPARTMENT OF THEINTERIOR BRIVATE CLAIVS

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT: . General Land|Office:Records * Leave the name spaces blank. Just fill in the county

/‘{ Search Documents Reference Center  Support Pathfinder

—— information.

riner Friendly &y

Patents 4 1...23456 ... 100 Next

*  You will see an alphabetical list of everyone who

Note: Your list may be incomplete due to an administrative limit of 2000 results. For suggestions on refining your search

| = |l ] o | = successfully claimed in the county.
[E] ABBOTT, JAMES P 4231830 7290 FL  Tllahasses 0055-014E  NEW 33 Suwannes
E ABRAMS, ROBERT 8/29/1901 15647 FL Tallshassee 0015 - 013E  E¥aNWYs 14 Suwannee ,
 NONE OF THESE RECORDS ANYONE’S RACE
| == FLO860 476 [E] ADAMS, AMANDA, 8/9/1894 11085 FL Tallahassee 0025 - 013 SEYaSE% 2 Suwannee *
= [E] BRYANT, AMANDA
= 316 [E] ADAMS, EDWARD §/17/1503 16833 FL  Tellshasses 0045- 0128 EV:SEW 32 Lafayetts, Suvannee
0045 - 012E | SWHSEL 32 Lafayette, Suwannee ° RA‘ E Ml 'S I B E ‘ O N FI RM E D l |S I N G

[ Mv-0688-023  [E] ADAMS, MORGAN M 11/18/1907 18508 FL Tallahassee 0065 - 014E %, Lot/Trct 4 18 Lafayette, Suwannee

e S OTHER RECORDS, SUCH AS CENSUS

0055 - 019E SYaNW 3 Suwannee
0990 205 [E] ALBRITTON, MATHEW | 6/13/1899 14272 FL  Tallahassee 003S-011E  Eveswis 26 Suwannee
0035 - 011E  S1SE% 26 Suwannee RE< ORDS
303 [E] ALDERMAN, MARY C, | 6/17/1891 8510 FL  Tallshassee 0015- 013F EWSE% 30 Suwannee *
= [E] ALDERMAN, W 1
=y FLEs0 214 [E] ALEXANDER, FRANK  5/4/1891 8714 FL  Tallohassee 0025-014E  NEWSWY 4 Suwannee
= . . . .
s e e * | did this for my county and identified
FL0810 262 [E] ALEXANDER, JAMES | 9/24/1890 7561 FL  Tallahassee 00SS-014E  NIENEW 32 Suwannee
FLO9D 343 | [EJ ALLEN, COASTER 7211879 1179 FL  Tallshassee 001S- 012E  WiaNW 20 Suwannee 44 clai mants WhO were African
[E] ALLEN, DANIEL C 6/17/1891 9011 | FL  Tallohassee 005S- 014E  SE% 28 Suvannee
.
= FL0910 081  [E] ALLEN, ELBERT 7/27/1896 12182 FL  Tallahassee 0025- 019  NEW:SWY%e 26 Suwannee Arn e rl ca n .
[E] ALLEN, GEORGE W §/1/1860 5147 FL  Tallshassee 0035- 013 Wis 32 Suwannee
2 F0ss0 239 (B AULEN, JAMES H 11/16/1891 14533 FL  Tallshassee 0045- 011E  SWHSEL 14 Suwannee
057 | [B] ALLEN, JOHN N 4/9/1901 15110 FL  Tallahassee  0045-0I2E  SVENW 20 Suwannee

0045 - 012E  NYaSW¥% 20 Suwannee




TO ORDER YOUR
LAND ENTRY FILE

Go to the National Archives page:

https://www.archives.gov/files/forms/
pdf/natf-84.pdf

MATIONAL ARCHIVES TRUST FLIND BOARD NATF Form B4 jrew 08-3020) ‘OME Conral Mo. 30950027 Expines 07-31-2023

NATIONAL ARCHIVES ORDER FOR COPIES OF LAND ENTRY FILES
iSee page befors this form)
ITwe locate the record you identify below, we will reproduce it for you. The cost for these reproductions is $50.00.
Provide your credit card information at the bottom of this page. Orders with incomplete credit card information will not be processed.
DO NOT SEND CASH OR CHECK. There is no charge for an unsuccessiul search.
mbar: Number: Enter the date you fill out the fom (exampie — MMDDYY
" ” || ” | 012319). ENter the number of he réquast being SUDMINed in the 251 Two boxes.
if you are ubmitting four forme and this ks your secand, you would enter 02. A
Y v & ® completed reference numbes example is: 01231802,

SECTION A INDICATE BELOW THE TYPE OF FILE TO BE SEARCHED (Check ONE box only)

2 FILE TOBE SEARCHED [ GENERAL LAND ENTRY FILES [ BOUNTY-LAND WARRANT FILES 725 e mtnetions o seecrptons

IDENTIFICATION OF LAND FILE - MUST BE COMPLETED OR YOUR ORDER CANNOT BE SERVICED
3 NAME OF ENTFY MAN [Give Bl Fost, and miaie namas] |4 LAND LOCATED [N ETATE OF B OF TRV (Exat dare, F k]

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR GENERAL LAND ENTRY FILES

PRE-1908 GENERAL LAND ENTRY FILES POST-1908 GENERAL LAND ENTRY FILES
5 LECAL CESCRPTION OF LD T SERIAL FATENT HOMBER
ISEC“W NLMEE] TOWNSHF NUMEER [FANGE NUMEER
T TVPE OF GENERAL LAND ENTRY (Check one] ¥ other, specify:

] CREDIT ] CASH [] HOMESTEAD ACT
- FATENT FINAL CERTIFICATE OF DOCUMENT FUMEER |u NAME OF LAND OFFIGE

REQUIRED ADDITIONAL INF TION FOR BOUNTY LAND W, FILES, 18471855

7. YERR OF ARFANT T2 TWARFUANT FWEER 73 NUWBER OF ACRES

avallahie, please atach one copy of the onginal land patent, tract book pages, or Bureau of Land Management GLO Nating for this fand entry.
Your completed order is available either as a paper reproduction or as .pdf. Delivery of pdf files can be done via USPS on
CD/DVD or through NARA's electronic transfer system. Check one box below for selection®.

[ Paper Copies [J CO/DVD [] Electronic Transfer™ email

* I s salechion is made, paper copies wil be generates, a cerified copy cannct be gensraed of =_pdf
** Bawnlaad speeds will vary based upan file size and your intsmet connection. A vaikd email addess is necessary for slectonic fansir,

SECTION B. THIS SPACE IS FOR OUR REPLY TO YOU

[We were unable to search for the file you requested above. No payment is required. Your request is returned because:

[ REQUIRED MINIMUM IDENTIFICATION OF LAND FILE WAS NOT PROVIDED. Please complete biocks 2, 3 (give full name). 4,
land 5 and resubmit your order. For Bounty Land Warrant files, 1847—1855, you must also provide the year of the authorizing act, the
warrant number, and the acreage (blocks 11-13).

[ See attached forms, leaflets, or information sheats.
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https://www.archives.gov/files/forms/pdf/natf-84.pdf

FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING

YOLU

R REQUEST EITHER ONLINE OR BY MAIL

OME Coneul Mo, 30050027 Expires 06-31.2023

NATIONAL ARCHIVES (NARA) ORDER FOR COPIES OF LAND ENTRY FILES

OV Cantul M. 3005.0007 Exgres 08312023

Order reproduction service using this form is avallab\e ONLY from Arcmval Operations Washington D.C., Form 84 —

Expedite your order; submit it online at

eservices.archives.gov/orderonline
We receive orders more quickly when you submit them oniine. We will send you an e-mail confirming that we
have your request and you will be able to track the order online at no additional cost.

Land, National Archives and Records

venue NW, DC 20408-0001

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR ORDER: You may use this form to order copies of land entry files (such
as credit, cash, and mineral) or military bounty land warrants files (Acts of 1788, 1812, 1847,
1850, 1852, 1855). You may request only one land entry file per form. The National Archives has custody of the
land entry files for all Federal public domain states. There are Federal land records for all states except the thirteen
original states, VT, KY, YN, ME, WV, TX. and HI. Some of the original colonies and eastemn states also sold land and
awarded military bounty land warrants on their own. Researchers interested in such records should contact the
appropriate state archives or historical society. Please note: Federal land records document only the FIRST transfer of
fitle to land, from the United States to another party. Records of later transfers should be found in county land records.
The success of our search depands on the completeness and accuracy of the information you provide in blocks 1-13 on
this form. NARA has custody of more than ten million individual land entry files. Depending on the time period and state
for the land entry file you request, we may need different information from you to find it.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM: Use a separate NATF Form 84 for each file that you request. You
must complete blocks 1 - 5 or we cannot search for the file. Print your name (last, first, MI) and address in the box
provided at the bottom of the form. This serves as your mailing label. We destroy requests without return
addresses. Please enter the Card Validation Code, found on your card, in the space provided on the form (three or four
digils) We will make reproductions of records that relate to your request. We accept Master Card, VISA, American
Express, and Discover credit cards. Do NOT send cash or check. Forms with incomplete credit card information will be
destroyed. Make a copy of the completed form for ynurrmoﬂls. Mail it to: Armnrai Operations Wasmng!on D.Cc.,
Form 84 = Land, National Archives and Records i , 700 Avenue NW, gton, DC
20408-0001. Please allow up to 90 days for processing your order. If you provide your email address, we will send you an
‘email with your order number. You can track the status of your order at our website, eservices archives.gov/orderonline.
Do not use this form to request ceriified copies of records. To request certified copies contact us at
www.archives.gow/contact or write to the above address.

RETURN POLICY: Due to various factors, it is eccasionally difficult for NARA to make a legible reproduction. NARA will
notify customers and ask for approval to proceed if we anticipate a reproduction of questionable legibility. As a result,
NARA does nol provide refunds except in special cases. If a customer requests a refund, we review the order to
determine if we properly notified the customer of the questionable nature of the original and if the product is a true
representation of the original. If the product is a true representation of the original, we will not issue a refund. If you feel
we processed your order incorrectly or it contains errors, please contact us within 30 days of your delivery date to have
your issue verified. Once we verify the issue, we will correct the error and resend the documents. If we cannot correct
the error, you will receive a refund.

ELECTRONIC TRANSFER: Electronic transfer allows you to download your files from a site, as oppesed to having
them mailed to you. You will be sent a link for the download. Click the link and download the file to a location of your
choosing. Download speeds will vary based upon file size and your internet connection. A valid email address is
necessary for electronic transfer. Total file transfers can be up to 5 GB. However, files of that size are typically
separated into multiple, smaller files. Files will be available for 30 days from date of upload; downloads of the files
should take place within that period. To ensure electronic receipt of your order, please add

elecironic. delivery@nara.gov to your trusted senders list. In some cases, certain email applications will move your
reproduction orders to your spam box. Please monitor your spam box while awaiting your order.

INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR COPIES OF FEDERAL LAND ENTRY FILES

GENERAL LAND ENTRY FILES

For all general land entry files, regardless of year, you must supply the name of the land entryman (setller, patentee, etc.), the state in
which the land was located, and the approximate date of the entry (blocks 1-5). Frequently, we can locate individual land entry fies
through name indexes. However, indexes do not exist for all stales and all years. Where there is no index, we require additional
information to locate the file.

Pre-1908 Land Entry Files

Pre-1308 land eniry files (not bounty land warrant files) date from about 1800 and are arranged by state, land office, type of file (such
as credit, cash, homestead, mineral, etc.) and land entry file number.

Name indexes available. Name indexes exist ONLY for the states of Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Florida, Louisiana, Nevada, and Utah
before 1908. For these stales, we require the entryman's name, the state in which the land was located, and the approximate date of
the entry (blocks 1-5). Any additional information you can supply is appreciated

Western public domain states. Name indexes do NOT exist for the western public domain states of Califormia, Colorado, the Dakotas,
Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming before 1808. In addition fo the
raquired minimum identification of the land file (blocks 1-5), you must provide EITHER the legal description of the land (block 6), OR the
type of file, the name of the land office that issued the file, and the land entry file number (blocks 7-8). You can cbtain the legal
description of the land (and occasionally other information) from the county recorder of deeds where the land was located.

Eastern public domain states. Name indexes do NOT exist for the eastern public domain states of Arkansas, llinois, Indiana, lowa,
Michigan, Minnescta, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohia, and Wisconsin before 1908. In addition 1o the required minimum identification of the
land file (blocks 1-5). you must provide the type of file, the file number, and the name of the land office that issued the file (blocks 7-9).
You can obtain this information from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) by providing the BLM with the legal description of the land
{numbered section, township, and range). The BLM has also computerized records of patented land entries for all public domain states
excep! Kansas, Nebraska, and Oklahoma. The BLM General Land Office (GLO) records automalion websile www.glorecords bim.aow
has the information needed to locate the land entry files ot the National Archives, and it is name searchable. Contact the Bureau of
Land Management, Easlern States, 7450 Boston Blvd., Springfield, VA 22153

Name indexes available. Starting July 1, 1908, the files are arranged numerically by patent number, for all public domain states. A
name index exists for ALL public domain states for post-1908 land files. For these files, we require the entryman's name, the state in
which the land was located, and the approximate date of the entry (blocks 1-5). Any additional information you can provide is
appreciated. The BLM has computerized all serial land patent files. Your may search these records at www.glorecords bim gov.

SURRENDERED MILITARY BOUNTY LAND WARRANT FILES

These files are ananged by the year of the Act of Congress which authorized the warrants, the warrant number, and by the number of
acres granted. There are name indexes for the Revolutionary War and most of the War of 1812 warrants. There are no indexes for the
warrants under the acts of 1847-1855. For thase files, you must provide the year of the act, the warrant number, and the number of
acres (blocks 11-13). You may oblain the file citation from the pension and bounty land warrant application files, by using the NATF
Form 85, National Archives Order for Copies of Federal Pension or Bounty Land Warrant Applications, available by wriing to Archives
Archival Operations Washington D.C.. Form 84 — Land, National Archives and Records Administration, 700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20408-0001 of online al www.archives govicontact alang with electronic versions of this and ofher forms.
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WHEN YOU GET YOUR FILE, PLEASE WRITE YOUR
STORY AND SUBMIT IT...

* Bernice Alexander Bennett is working with the « Homestead National Historical Park was
Homestead National Historic Park. In Nebraska, created in 1936. The purpose of the park was
located where the very first Homestead claim was to be a "memorial emblematical of the
made. hardships and the pioneer life through which

* She is volunteering with the Black Homesteaders the early settlers passed in the settlement,
Project. cultivation and civilization of the Great West."

Through exhibits, special events, and
interpretive programs, Homestead National
Historical Park addresses the scope and the
legacy of the Homestead Act of 1862 across
the nation from 1863 until today.




BLACK HOMESTEADERS
PROJECT

National Historical Park

Homestead nevaska

* Bernice Bennett will help you
submit your story to the park
ranger in charge of the project.

Plan Your Visit v Learn About the Park v  Get Involved v

* bennb2@yverizon.net

* There is also a link on the page
where you can submit directly to
the Park Ranger.

* https://www.nps.gov/home/black-
Cultivating Connections > Study Focuses on Black Homestea ’ . : . .

repository.

* The Ranger will oversee the
digitization of your land entry
papers and standardization of the
presentation of your information.



mailto:bennb2@verizon.net
https://www.nps.gov/home/black-homesteading-in-america.htm

RANDEL
FARNELL'S
STORY

HOMESTEAD NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Randel Farnell

Randel Farnell was barn in Hawkinsville, Pulaski County, Georgia on March 15, 1840 After his
mother died, Farnell moved from Columbia County, Florida to neighboring Suwannee County
where his wife's family lived. There, he filed a homestead application on September 13, 1877
at the county clerk’s office in Live Oak. Seven years later, on August 18, 1884, Famell

presented final proof to establish his homestead.




CONSIDER JOINING THE FB GROUP: DESCENDANTS
OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HOMESTEADERS.

* Again, this is a page organized by Bernice Bennett
for Descendants of African American
Homesteaders, from ANY of the 30 states.

* On this page you will
* meet other descendants,

* Learn when stories (including yours!)
are published on the Homestead Park
website, with great FANFARE!!!

* And learn when there are webinars or
other online presentations about Black

Homesteaders, especially about the
book Black Homesteaders of the South.




HOMESTEAD FACTS

COMPILED BY HOMESTEAD NATIONAL MONUMENT OF AMERICA HISTORIAN TODD ARRINGTON, APRIL 24,2007

1 0: Percentage of U.S. land given away under the
Homestead Act.

24: Presidential administrations during which the
Homestead Act was in effect (Lincoln to Reagan).

30: Number of states in which homestead lands were
located.

45: Percentage of Nebraska's acres distributed under the
Homestead Act [Largest percentage of any state].

50: More than 50% of homesteaders successfully proved
up on their land

123:Years the Homestead Act was in effect (1863-1986).

1 60: Number of acres in a typical homestead claim.

4,000,000: Approximate number of claims made under the
Homestead Act.

11,000,000:Acres claimed in 1913, the peak year of
homestead claims.

93,000,000: Estimated number of homesteader
descendants alive today.

270,000,000: Total number of acres distributed by the
Homestead Act.




AND MAKE SURETO GET
YOUR COPY OF BLACK
HOMESTEADERS OF THE

J A R

A‘ PU SOUTH!

* Published by the History Press, a

Blach Tmestesteisolibe division of Arcadia Publishing.

South

By Bernice Alexander Bennett

* Auvailable from all major book

| BLACK HOMESTEADERS $23.99 suppliers.
'- ¥

THE SOUTH
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